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THE ST ANDREWS PRIZE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

FINALISTS ANNOUNCED

Following a record 302 entries from 73 countries, three finalists have been chosen for this year’s prestigious St Andrews Prize for the Environment. The winner will receive $75,000 and the two runners-up will each receive $25,000.

The prize, a joint environmental initiative by the University of St Andrews in Scotland and the international integrated energy company ConocoPhillips, aims to find practical solutions to environmental challenges from around the globe.

Sir Crispin Tickell, Chairman of the St Andrews Prize for the Environment Trustees, said: “We are delighted that the Prize has become so well established and in this, our twelfth successive year, it continues to attract such a range of innovative projects from all over the world. We are very much looking forward to meeting the finalists and hearing about their projects which are helping to make the world a better place.”

The finalists’ presentations will be heard at a seminar at St Andrews University and will be announced on 12th May.

This year’s finalists are:

Arsenic removal from water

Arsenic contamination of water in the lower Gangetic plains of West Bengal has reached an alarming level. In response, a team of engineers led by Queens University, Belfast, has developed a novel, chemical free method to remove arsenic from groundwater. Six plants are now in operation in rural locations in West Bengal and are being used to supply water to the local populations using subterranean arsenic removal technology. This life changing technology is affordable, easy to install and operate and the plants which have an estimated life of 20 years without mechanical maintenance can be set up by local technicians with components which are readily available in local hardware stores.

www.qub.ac.uk/tipot www.insituarsenic.org
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Golden Lion Tamarin

The golden lion tamarin (GLT), found only in the coastal region of Rio de Janeiro state, was on the brink of extinction in the 1960s with a population estimated at fewer than 200. Deforestation, over extraction of forest products, agriculture and urban expansion had devastated the habitat of this tiny red gold monkey.

Since its formation in 1992, the Golden Lion Tamarin Association (AMLD), dedicated to conservation of biodiversity in Brazil’s Atlantic Forest and ensuring the survival of the GLT species, has managed to increase the GLT population to 1,600. AMLD is continuing to work with its partners to achieve its long term goal of 2,000 GLTs living freely in a landscape of 25,000 hectares of connected and protected habitat in the Atlantic Forest. www.micoleao.org.br
Nuru Light

Nuru Light is replacing the use of carbon dioxide emitting kerosene in rural African households with the world’s most affordable, safe and clean lighting solution. The POD (portable, on-demand) Light™ lasts for 35 hours after charging for just 20 minutes on the world’s first commercially available pedal generator (POWERCycle™), which can charge up to five lights at once. Local entrepreneurs receive an equipment loan of one power cycle to keep and 100-250 lights to sell. The project is sustained by the users who then pay to have the lights they have purchased recharged. The POD light reduces household spending on lighting by 95%, decreases the risk of respiratory illness and fires caused by kerosene, and also significantly decreases greenhouse gas emissions. www.nurulight.com
Notes
Now in its twelfth successive year, the St Andrews Prize for the Environment has attracted entries on topics as diverse as sustainable development in the Amazon rainforest, urban re-generation, recycling, health and water issues and renewable energy.

Submissions are assessed by a panel of Trustees representing science, industry and government, with the award going to the project the Trustees consider displays the best combination of good science, economic realism and political acceptability.

All you need to know about the Prize at www.thestandrewsprize.com
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